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DESCENDANT OF HISTORIC JEWISH COMMUNITY

OF KAIFENG, CHINA TO VISIT USA AND CANADA

([CITY, STATE, DATE])     Shi Lei, a descendant of one of the original Jewish families believed to have settled in Kaifeng China between 960-1127 CE, will be visiting  [community]  as part of a North American speaking tour sponsored by U.S.-based Kulanu, Inc., a grassroots, not-for-profit Jewish organization supporting isolated and emerging Jewish communities worldwide.  Shi Lei will be in this area from  [date] to [date]. (See below for complete schedule of speaking engagements)

Shi Lei, an accomplished and charismatic speaker, will share the story of his unique community. His presentation will include a discussion of the origin of the first Jewish settlers in Kaifeng, the importance of the community to Chinese mercantile society, its isolation for hundreds of years and its “discovery” by a Jesuit priest in 1605 CE.  In his presentation, Shi Lei will offer insights as to how the Kaifeng Jewish community managed to remain intact and functioning, building synagogues and practicing Judaism, until the 19th century when the community assimilated into the general society.  His talk will also focus on which Jewish traditions survived over the centuries and which were forgotten and the community’s remarkable resurgence today.

Currently, there are 300 self-identifying descendants of the Kaifeng Jewish community, proud of their heritage and eager to learn more about their roots and the heritage and faith of their ancestors. Eighteen young people are now studying in Israel; others have converted and made aliyah.

Shi Lei is a graduate of Henan University in the province of Henan, China. From 2001 to 2002, he studied Jewish history and religion in Israel at Bar-Ilan University, followed by two years at Machon Meir Yeshiva in Jerusalem. Now a tour operator and national tour guide, Shi Lei 

leads private and group tours to Kaifeng and other Chinese cities with Jewish sites of interest, including Beijing, Harbin, Xi’an and Shanghai. 

Kulanu (“All of Us” in Hebrew), was founded in 1994 and supports Jewish communities around the world, many of which have long been disconnected from the worldwide Jewish community. Kulanu raises awareness and support for these communities through education, research, and publications about their histories and traditions. The organization works with communities in Africa, Asia, Europe, and North and South America.

For more information about Kulanu, visit www.kulanu.org
For more information about Chinese Jews, visit www.kulanu.org/china 
For information about Shi Lei and Jewish tourism in China, visit his web site at 

www.jewishchinatours.com
[Box:]
Shi Lei’s speaking locations:  

[PLEASE LIST – venue, date/time]






