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Shi Lei is a descendant of early Jewish settlers in the city of Kaifeng, China and the first one of these descendants to actively embrace his Jewish heritage and to study in Israel.  He is a graduate of Henan University in the province of Henan, China.  From 2001 to 2002 he studied Jewish history and religion in Israel at Bar Ilan University, followed by intensive study of Judaism at the Mahon Meir Yeshiva in Jerusalem. Today, Shi Lei is a frequent lecturer on the history of the Jews of Kaifeng and has created a small museum dedicated to preserving this history and celebrating the special relationship between the Jewish people and China.  

Shi Lei also works as a tour operator and guide, offering several different kinds of tours to China. He is China’s only Jewish Chinese tour guide and his Jewish Heritage Tours are specialized to include sites of historic Jewish interest such as Kaifeng, Shanghai, Harbin, and Beijing. His company, Jewish China Tours, can cater to specific wishes, group sizes, interests and time frames and can develop tours with greater or lesser academic emphasis. Shi Lei’s website, www.jewishchinatours.com, has more information about his tours, research and background.
For more about the Jewish communities of Kaifeng and other parts of China, as well as Shi Lei’s presentation, visit www.kulanu.org/china. Other great information about the Kaifeng Jews can be found on the website of the Sino-Judaic Institute (www.sino-judaic.org), Kulanu’s partner in coordinating this year’s Kulanu-Kaifeng speaking tour.

Shi Lei is delighted to be visiting the U.S. this year to have the opportunity to speak about his community to American and Canadian audiences and to help Kulanu raise funds for dispersed and emerging Jewish communities around the world.
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